
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This newsletter provides an update on the work of the Steeping River Catchment 

Steering Group and other activities that help manage flood risk in the catchment. 

Maintenance work continuing ahead of winter 
The Environment Agency (EA) continues to deliver its annual maintenance 

programme in the Steeping catchment. A further grass cut of the banks from 

Little Steeping to Burgh Sluice is underway. Cutting the grass encourages plant 

growth, which helps protect and bind the surface of a bank. It also allows the EA 

to inspect the banks more easily, to identify any early signs of damage. The 

photo below shows a typical tractor and flail cutting grass on a river bank. 

Ahead of winter, a second weed cut of the 
Steeping river is planned to start in 
October. Weed is cut in the river channel 
to allow water to move more freely. 
 
The EA has been working with Lindsey 
Marsh IDB to keep up a regular 
programme of works on the banks, which 
includes routinely removing badgers. The 
EA identifies the setts, and mindful of the 
law as badgers are a protected species, 
move them out, close the setts and repair 
the banks.  
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Flooding investigation  
Lincolnshire County Council asked Norfolk County Council to carry out what is 

called a ‘Section 19 investigation’ on its behalf into what happened at Wainfleet. 

The investigation is a legal requirement that will explore the circumstances 

around the flooding. It is expected to be completed by November. 

 



 

Silt survey and catchment action plan  
The silt survey is continuing on schedule. Results will be shared with the Steering 

Group and the community as soon as possible.   

The Steering Group this month has been focussing on the following: 

 Exploring a range of funding avenues, including a funding bid to the 

European Regional Development Fund at the end of September  

 Continuing to discuss and listen to partner and community improvement 

ideas, and refining our joint understanding of the river system 

 Developing a long-term sustainable action plan of managing flood risk for 

the whole catchment following the Section 19 investigation 

Wainfleet Emergency Plan development 

 

Wainfleet, Wainfleet St Mary and Thorpe St 
Peter are  taking their first steps in October 
towards developing a joint Emergency Plan. 
This will help the community to look after its 
welfare until the emergency services arrive. 
Once there, it will enhance the emergency 
response by providing invaluable local 
knowledge. An Emergency Plan speeds up 
the process of getting the right information 
at the right time by ensuring all of the  

community’s important contacts are present and correct. Communities with 

Emergency Plans also have direct access to the county’s 24/7 Emergency 

Planning Duty Officers meaning early intervention is built into each plan helping to 

safeguard the community when it needs it the most. For more information about 

becoming an emergency volunteer for the area, please contact 

resilientlincs@lincoln.fire-uk.org or visit lincsresilientcommunities on Facebook and 

click on ‘Send Email’. 

Bellwin scheme  
The government has activated a scheme called Bellwin allowing East Lindsey 

District Council (ELDC) to claim back some of the costs incurred in responding to 

the emergency. ELDC must absorb the first £40,000 but any costs incurred above 

this level the government has been asked to reimburse. The claim submitted by 

ELDC is around £260,000. Bellwin is not a scheme that is open to the community. 

Wainfleet flood appeal  
The Lincolnshire Community Foundation continue to accept applications until 31 

October 2019 from people facing hardship following the floods. If you would like 

more details, please contact Sue Fortune on 01529 305825 or 07908 208838.  

 

mailto:resilientlincs@lincoln.fire-uk.org


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can you reduce flood risk in your home? 

Advice on repairs  
The impacts of flooding are totally devastating, as many people living here will 

sadly know. Although the risk of flooding can be reduced, it cannot be removed 

entirely. However, there are things you can do to help stop water come into your 

home, and reduce the impact if it does - not all are expensive either.  

Kate Groves at Crowsbridge, who flooded in June, would like to share her top tip 

with residents: “Plugging the downstairs toilet bowl with some old towels and 

weighting down the lid saved my home from sewage contamination.”  

 

You can also complete a flood plan for your home with a checklist of actions to 

take. A template can be found here www.gov.uk/prepare-for-flooding/future-

flooding or call the EA’s Floodline on 0345 988 1188 for a hard copy. 

If you are having your home repaired consider:  

 Raising electrical sockets to at least 1.5 metres above ground 

 Ceramic tiles or rugs, rather than carpets 

 Lime-based plaster, rather than gypsum 

 Air brick covers and fitting non-return valves to drains/pipes 

 Door guards that slot in, or ‘fit and forget’ doors 

 Synthetic or waxed window frames and doors 

 Stainless steel, plastic or solid wood kitchen units, not chipboard 

 Raising white goods on plinths and mounting television screens on the wall 

Continuing support and advice in the Woolpack 
ELDC’s Flood Recovery Link Worker, Lauren Marshall, can be contacted anytime 

via flood.recovery@e-lindsey.gov.uk or 07776 462414. She will be at the 

Woolpack with the EA every Friday between 10am and 12pm during September. 

The Steering Group will review this presence. Do share your views with Lauren.  

 

Some practical steps include: 

 Fill reusable shopping bags, or pillow cases, with 

soil from the garden to help stop water and waste 

coming up through your sink or toilet  

 You can also put these across doors, with plastic 
sheeting behind them, as an additional layer  

 Use waterproof tape around your doors – tape 
poythene sheeting across this too  

 You could buy flood boards to help stop water 
coming through the door 

 

http://www.gov.uk/prepare-for-flooding/future-flooding
http://www.gov.uk/prepare-for-flooding/future-flooding
mailto:flood.recovery@e-lindsey.gov.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

East Lindsey District Council: www.e-lindsey.gov.uk/flood2019 provides 

information for people affected by the flooding – including this newsletter. 

The council’s Flood Recovery Link Worker can offer support: 

flood.recovery@e-lindsey.gov.uk/07776 462414. 

Environment Agency: 03708 506 506 

LNenquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk 

To report an incident please call (24 hour service) 0800 80 70 60 

Lincolnshire County Council: 01522 552222  

customer_services@lincolnshire.gov.uk 

Lindsey Marsh Drainage Board: 01507 328095  

enquiries@lmdb.co.uk 

Witham Fourth Internal Drainage Board: 01205 310088 

drainage@w4idb.co.uk  

National Farmers’ Union: Philip Odling and Christian Ford (Spilsby) 01790 

752843, Alistair Green (Boston and Wainfleet) 01205 363051, Regional 

Environment Adviser Simon Fisher 01572 824250 

 

NFU help for the farming community  
From day one, the National Farmers’ Union has been helping farmers in the 

Wainfleet area. Many farmers suffered crop losses. These are currently being 

assessed, but could amount to £1m or more.  

In August, the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs announced a 

£2m package for farming affected in North Yorkshire and Wainfleet. This was 

welcome news as the NFU had lobbied for help. These funds will help restore 

soils back to their pre-flood productive potential. It is not money to cover crop 

losses. The NFU also asked the Rural Payments Agency to start payments of the 

Basic Payments Scheme and agri-environment schemes on 1 December to help 

cash flow.  

Like Wainfleet residents, farmers adjacent to the Steeping need to have the 

confidence to invest in their businesses. If you farm but you are not an NFU 

member please contact the NFU Group Secretaries at Spilsby, or Boston and 

Wainfleet, so they have your details for their survey data and to help with issues 

– see below for contact details.  

 

 

 

Please contact any of the partners if you would like a larger copy, or more 

copies, of this leaflet. This leaflet is printed on paper from a sustainable source.  

http://www.e-lindsey.gov.uk/flood2019
mailto:flood.recovery@e-lindsey.gov.uk
mailto:drainage@w4idb.co.uk

